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PERTH ROYAL SHOW — INDIA “GUEST NATION” PAVILION 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.08 am]: It is my 
pleasure to inform the house that the inauguration of the India “guest nation” pavilion at the IGA Perth Royal 
Show 2014 will take place on Saturday, 27 September. Guest nation pavilions have been a welcome feature of 
many Perth Royal Shows since 2002 and are aimed at strengthening trade and business ties between Western 
Australia and the guest nation. This year will be the first time that India has been guest nation at the Perth Royal 
Show, and I am sure that the members will agree that India’s involvement will bring exciting elements of colour 
and spectacle to the event. India’s participation in the show is being arranged by the Consulate General of India 
with the India Trade Promotion Organisation, which is the government of India’s premier trade promotion 
agency. 
As the world’s second largest producer of food, and one of the world’s largest producers of textiles and 
garments, India’s display at the show will be an ideal opportunity to highlight its industries and their products to 
the Western Australian community. More than 65 Indian companies will be participating, giving Perth  
show–goers the opportunity to sample many Indian goods and crafts that they might not otherwise have an 
opportunity to experience. This will be the first time that so many Indian companies are coming to Perth for one 
event and I am sure that the occasion will offer many opportunities for Western Australian and Indian 
businesspeople to connect. There will also be ample cultural programs offered as part of the event, including 
Indian classical, folk and Bollywood dancing; exhibitions of Indian art and culture; demonstrations from  
award-winning artists; and a food festival. 
This year, India elected a new Prime Minister, Mr Narendra Modi, and this powerhouse country is set to be 
a major leader of global growth. India’s upsurge has the potential to drive our economy like China has been 
doing in recent times. More locally, Indians by ancestry make up 1.8 per cent of the Western Australian 
population and more than half of them have already become Australian citizens. Their positive influence can be 
seen in many aspects of our community and working life, in our sporting clubs and through the popularity of the 
Indian restaurants and Indian spice and food markets that are springing up and enhancing our suburbs. 
I encourage everyone in the house to visit the Perth Royal Show this year to avail themselves of the exceptional 
cultural and educational experiences offered by this initiative. I thank the Consul General of India for his 
participation in organising this event. 
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